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London, 4 in West Ham, and 2 each in Manchester, Leeds,
and Sheffield. Ten fatal cases of small-pox were registered
in London, and 1 each in Plymouth, Birmingham, and
Manchester, but not one in any other of the thirty-
three towns. There were 209 cases of small-pox under
treatment in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and in
the Highgate Small-pox Hospital on Saturday last,
the llth inst., against 79, 207, and 215 at the end of
the preceding three weeks ; 28 new cases were admitted

during the week, against 10, 152, and 40 in the preceding
three weeks. The number of scarlet fever patients in the
Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and in the London Fever
Hospital at the end of the week was 2193, against 2198,
2197, and 2221 on the preceding three Saturdays ; 08
new cases were admitted during the week, against
241 and 259 in the preceding two weeks. The deaths
referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in London,
which had been 160 and 144 in the preceding two weeks,
rose again to 151 last week, but were 35 below the corrected
average. The causes of 62, or 1-8 per cent., of the
deaths in the thirty-three towns were not certified, either
by a registered medical practitioner or by a coroner. All
the causes of death were duly certified in Portsmouth,
Bristol, Salford, Bradford, and in thirteen other smaller
towns; the largest proportions of uncertified deaths were
registered in West Ham, Birmingham, Halifax, and New-
castle-on-Tyne. 

-

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had been 15’1 and 16’3 per 1000 in the preceding
two weeks, declined again to 15’6 during the week ending
Aug. llth, and was 2-0 per 1000 below the mean rate during
the same period in the thirty-three large English towns. The
rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from 7-9 in Leith
and 11’8 in Paisley to 20’7 in Perth and 21’7 in Greenock.
The 444 deaths in these towns included 39 which
were referred to diarrhoea, 10 to measles, 8 to whooping-
cough, 4 to "fever," 4 to scarlet fever, 3 to diphtheria, and
1 to small-pox. In all, 69 deaths resulted from these
principal zymotic diseases, against 48 and 65 in the preceding
two weeks. These 69 deaths were equal to an annual rate of
2-5 per 1000, which was 1-2 below the mean rate last week
from the same diseases in the thirty-three large English
towns. The fatal cases of diarrhoea, which had been
24 and 20 in the preceding two weeks, rose again to 39
last week, of which 28 occurred in Glasgow. The 10 deaths
referred to measles showed a slight further increase upon
recent weekly numbers and included 4 in Dundee and 3 in
Glasgow. The fatal cases of whooping-cough, which had
been 3 and 15 in the preceding two weeks, declined to 8 last
week, of which 5 occurred in Glasgow. The 4 deaths from
scarlet fever slightly exceeded the numbers in recent weeks,
and included 3 in Edinburgh. The 4 deaths referred to
different forms of "fever" showed a decline of 3 from
the number in the preceding week, and included 2 in Edin-
burgh. The fatal cases of diphtheria, which had been 6 and
12 in the preceding two weeks, fell to 3 last week. The
deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in these
towns, which had been 49 and 54 in the preceding two weeks,
were 56 last week, and were 25 below the number in the
corresponding week of last year. The causes of 35, or nearly
8 per cent., of the deaths in these eight towns last week
were not certified. 

____

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 22’2 and 20.0
per 1000 in the preceding two weeks, further declined to 18-5
during the week ending Aug. llth. Daring the past six
weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the city has
averaged 19’0 per 1000, against 16’9 in London and 15’2 in
Edinburgh. The 124 deaths registered in Dublin during the 
week under notice showed a decline of 10 from the number
in the previous week, and included 13 which were referred
to the principal zymotic diseases, against 10 and 13 in
the preceding two weeks ; of these, 8 resulted from
diarrhoea, 3 from "fever," 1 from small-pox, and 1 from
whooping-cougb, but not one either from measles, scarlet
fever, or diphtheria. These 13 deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 1’9 per 1000, the zymotic death-rate during
the same period being 4’0 in London and 1-7 in Edinburgh.
The fatal cases of diarrhoea, which had been 3 and 7 in
the preceding two weeks, further rose to 8 last week. The

deaths referred to different forms of "fever," which had
been 2 and 3 in the preceding two weeks, were again 3
last week. The death from small-pox was the third fatal
case of this disease recorded in the city during the past four
weeks. The 124 deaths in Dublin last week included 24 of
infants under one year of age, and 31 of persons aged up-
wards of sixty years ; the deaths of infants showed a slight
increase, while those of elderly persons were below those
recorded in the preceding week. Seven inquest cases and 4
deaths from violence were registered; and 31, or one-fourth,
of the deaths occurred in public institutions. The causes of
13, or more than 10 per cent., of the deaths in the city last
week were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

MOVEMENTS OF THE ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.
SURGEON-LIEUTENANT T. H. J. C. GOODWIN has been

transferred from Sheffield to Newcastle; Sargeon-Major J. J.
Lamprey, from York to Leeds; and Surgeon-Lieutenant
H. E. B. Porter from Newcastle to Aldershot, for duty.
Surgeon-Captain H. D. Rowan (Bradford), Surgeon-Major
J. G. Crofts (Norwich), Surgeon-Major W. W. Pope
(Netley), Surgeon-Captain E. A. Barnside (Fort George),
and Surgeon-Captain W. H. Pinches (Chatham) have been
ordered to Edinburgh to attend classes of instruction in

judging meat. Surgeons-Major A. Harding (Shorncliffe)
and W. G. Birrell (Madras) have exchanged. Surgeon-
Captain J. B. Wilson is transferred from Belfast to London
derry for temporary duty. Surgeon-Major R. C. K. Laffan
has arrived in Dublin for duty from service under the
Egyptian Government, and Surgeon-Captain H. A. Cummins
is transferred from Cork to Fermoy for temporary duty.

ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.

Surgeon-Major William James Baker is placed on tempo-
rary half-pay on account of ill-health. The under-mentioned
Surgeon-Captains to be Surgeon-Majors :-Sinclair Westcott ; ;,
Hayward R. Whitehead, F.R.C.S. Eng.; Bruce M. Skinner ;
Charles R. Bartlett; John D. T. Reckitt ; Thomas A. P.
Marsh; Roger Kirkpatrick, M. B. ; Harry S. McGill; ;,
Augustus A. Pechell, M.B. ; Charles R. Tyrrell ; James
Hickman ; Wilfred B. Thomson ; Herbert E. Deane ; and
Sidney 0. Stuart, F.R.C.S Edin. The under-mentioned
Surgeons on probation to be Surgeon-Lieutenants :-Percy
Evans, M.B.; Arthur Edward Milner ; Claude Kyd Morgan,
M B. ; John Payzant Silver, M.B.; Herbert Wynne Vaughan-
Williams. M.B. ; John Martin Buist, M.B.; James Walker,
M.B. ; Frank Dove; George St. Clair Thom, M.B.; and
Stephen Westrope Sweetnam.

INDIA AND THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
The following appointments are announced -Surgeon-

Lieutenant-Colonel 8. B. Haliday to act as Civil Surgeon,
Aden, in addition to his military duties. Brigade-Surgeon-
Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. M. Price, A.M.S., to officiate on
the Administrative Medical Staff of the Army, with the

temporary rank of Surgeon-Colonel. Surgeon-Captain F. P.
Maynard, Officiating Factory Superintendent, Bihar Opium
Agency, to act as Civil Surgeon of Patna, in addition to
his own duties, until further orders. Surgeon-Lieutenant-
Colonel W. A. C. Roe, I.M.S. (Bengal), at present officiating
as Sanitary Commissioner of the Punjab, is confirmed in
that appointment. Surgeon-Captain R. C. Macwatt, M.B.,
I.M.S., is confirmed in his appointment of Superintendent
of the Central Gaol, Raipur. Surgeon-Captain J. M. Cadell,
whose services have been placed temporarily at the disposal
of the Government of the North-West Provinces and Oudh

by the Government of India, Home Department, to officiate
as Civil Surgeon, 2nd class, and to be posted to the Etawah
district. The services of Surgeon-Captain A. Coleman and
Surgeon-Captain H. R. C. Barber, M.B., B.Ch., have been
permanently placed at the disposal of the Punjab Govern-
ment. The under-mentioned officers are granted leave :-
Surgeon-Captain A. G. Hendley, for nine months, and Surgeon-
Lieutenant P. St. C. More for one year. Surgeon-Captain
C. R. Green, Officiating Civil Surgeon of Purnea, is allowed
furlough for one year. Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W. A.
Barren, Indian Medical Service, Medical Officer, Bombay
Sappers and Miners, is allowed furlough to Europe for two
years.

NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICES.
Staff. Surgeons : E. H. Saunders to the Britannia, and
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H. X. Browne to the Raleigh. Surgeons : J. Bagnall- 4

Oakeley to the Phtebe, and J. H. Whelan to Keyham Yard. 
MILITIA MEDICAL STAFF CORPS.

Arthur Reginald Chater, Gent., to be Surgeon-Lieutenant.
VOLUNTEER CORPS.

Artillery : 2nd Cinque Ports (Eastern Division, Royal
Artillery) : The services of Surgeon-Lieutenant C. Sanderson
are dispensed with.-1st Northumberland (Western Division,
Royal Artillery) : Surgeon-Lieutenant J. V. W. Rutherford
to be Surgeon-Captain.-2nd Glamorganshire : John Lynn
Thomas, Gent., to be Surgeon-Lieutenant.-2nd East Riding
of Yorkshire (Western Division, Royal Artillery) : Second
Lieutenant Henry Robinson, M.B., is appointed Surgeon-
Lieutenant.--Rifle: 3rd Volunteer Battalion, the Bedford-
shire Regiment : Surgeon-Captain D. Thomson, M.D., to be
Surgeon-Major.-1st Volunteer Battalion, the Duke of Corn-
wall’s Light Infantry : Surgeon-Lieutenant J. T. Thomas to
be Surgeon-Captain.

THE HYGIENE OF THE SOLDIER’S FOOT.

The Times of India of the 27th ult. contains a sensible
article on the hygiene of the soldier’s foot, apropos of
Surgeon-Captain Beevor’s late lectures at the Royal United
Service Institution on the same subject. In these days of
modern warfare and rapid campaigns everything, it may be
said, depends upon the soldier’s marching powers. Practi-

cally it comes to this, that no ingenuity can get over the
necessity for adapting the covering to the foot, and not the
foot to the covering, as is too often the case. It is, or should
be, a regimental duty to see that foot-cleanliness is main-
tained and that the boots served oat to soldiers really fit
them.

HOSPITAL RELIEF IN BOMBAY.

The growth of hospitals, dispensaries, and civil medical
institutions in India during the last quarter of a century is

very remarkable. In the city of Bombay there are 11 civil
medical institutions, and in the Mofussil 277 civil hospitals
and dispensaries. The total number of persons relieved

annually at these institutions is enormous. The ratio of
deaths in the hospitals of the city of Bombay during the past
official year was 8’1 per cent. of the number treated ; the
great majority were discharged cured altogether or

materially relieved. The largest number of patients treated
at any Bombay hospital during the year-viz.. 7156 in-door
and 25,581 out-door patients-was at the Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy Hospital.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF QUININE.
Our Anglo-Indian contemporary, the Englishman, states

that a scheme for the distribution of quinine in five-grain
packets is under consideration for Burma. The experiment
has proved so successful in Bengal that its extension to the
whole of India is only a question of time.

Correspondence.

"SOME COMMON SOURCES OF ERROR IN
TESTING FOR SUGAR IN URINE."

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-In his last letter Sir George Johnson simply
reasserts what he stated in his first without touching the
points that have been raised in opposition to his con-

tention. To put the matter concisely, Sir George Johnson
contends, upon the strength of his son’s failure to

get any cupric oxide reducing action after the removal
of uric acid and kreatinine by mercuric chloride treat-

ment, that no sugar is present in healthy urine. Mr.
Allen, in a communication contained in your issue of
July 28th, says that, under the circumstances in question, a
small quantity of sugar has been indicated in each of the
samples of urine he has examined and that " a wholly nega-
tive result was never obtained.’’ Sir George Johnson takes
no notice of this statement, and is also silent upon the posi-
tive evidence of the presence of sugar afforded by the fer-
mentation and phenyl-hydrazine tests. To prolong the

discussion with these points unrefuted cannot, I conceive,
lead to any useful end.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Grosvenor-street,.Aug. 15th, 1894. F. W. PAVY.

REPORT ON THE HEALTH OF LIVERPOOL,
1893.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,--A letter from Dr. J. S. Taylor and the editorial com-
ments thereon in THE LANCET of Aug. llth call for correction.
On Jan. 3rd the City Council confirmed aprevio1ls resolution
of the Health Committee, calling upon Dr. Taylor to retire at
the expiration of three months. On March 22nd he presented
to the Health Committee what purported to be the report
of the health of Liverpool for 1893. The document was
ordered to be printed and was handed to Dr. Taylor, with
instructions and authority to have it so dealt with; I was in
no way concerned, nor aware of its contents. Upon taking
office in April I soon learned that, in addition to a mass of
arrears of work left for me, the clerical staff had barely
prepared a page of the annual report for 1893, and you are
aware that the information contained in this report has,
in conformity with the requirements of the Local Govern-
ment Board and the Health Committee, been furnished
year by year for many years upon a uniform model
devised by the late Dr. Trench. Consequently, the clerks
were engaged early and late working at this report
under my personal superintendence for close on six
weeks, in order that it shculd be submitted by the last
day of May. The observations relating to infectious disease
were contributed by Dr. Taylor. They occupy the first few
pages. With the rest of the report and with the work it
records Dr. Taylor had no more concern than you had, but
as an act of considerable kindness I drew the title-page in
such a manner that he should fully share in any points of’

interest or merit which the reader might find, and at the
same time be absolved from all responsibility. On the other
hand, I am equally irresponsible for any criticisms which his
retirement may have prompted him to make. He has many
strong and influential friends upon the Health Committee,
but appeals to the local daily press in preference to these ;
but, still dissatisfied, he seeks sympathy further afield, and,
the admittedly judicial LANCET, for once forgetful of
impartiality, gives judgment in his favour on his ex parte
statement in the column headed "Audi alteram partem."
I beg you will kindly insert this in your valuable paper.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,

Liverpool, Aug. 13th, 1894.
E. W. HOPE, M.D., D.Sc.,

Medical Officer of Health.

* The facts here stated might have justified the issue of
a supplemental and separate report ; they do not, in our view,
justify addition to, or amendment of, Dr. Stopford Taylor’s
report, whether by the clerical staff or anyone else. We

hardly understand the statement that Dr. Taylor prefers
appeal to the press rather than to the Health Committee. He

states distinctly that he wrote to the chairman of that com-
mittee on the subject.-ED. L.

THE LATE LORD DENMAN.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;The close of the long life of Lord Denman recalls
to mind a family which possessed in former generations no
little medical interest. The Denmans came from Notting-
hamshire, but the surname (Dane-man ?) is thought to show
Danish extraction. Thomas Denman was an apothecary
at Bakewell, Derbyshire, in the earlier part of last century.
Of his two sons the elder continued his father’s business,
and later, taking a degree, became a man of some local
repute. The younger son, Thomas Denman, was the famous
obstetrician-physician-accoucheur to the Middlesex Hos-
pital. His success in practice was not attained without a
good many years of struggle ; but when at length it came it
was great. Smellie, who may be said to have first put the
practice of midwifery by men upon a firm bais and whose
pupil Denman was, died, I think, about 1770. William
Hunter, whe followed Smellie as a leader in this branch of
medicine, died in 1783. Denman then held the field as

the first midwifery physician in London and kept it for very


